LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
Lucrece was published the following year and
also dedicated to Southampton. The dedications
to both poems are in elaborate and imaginative
language- With reference to the claims of Shak-
spere of Stratford as author, Dr. Rendall writes:
. . . but the dedication (that of Lucrece) addressed
by a prentice player to the Earl of Southampton,
without even a word of respect, becomes * a rank
impertinence which would have stopped all further
intercourse.
Greenwood in Is There a Shakespeare Problem?
wrote convincingly on the subject.
We start therefore with the proposition that the
" Shakespeare" of Venus and Adonis (1593) and Lucrece
(1594) was not William Shakespeare of Stratford.
He also wrote (p. 344) that the two poems
Venus and Lucrece were the only works ever
published by " Shakespeare" himself; and
further, that the earliest known allusion to
4 c Shakespeare" by name refers to Lucrece, the
second of these poems.
And Shake-speare paints poor Lucrece rape.
(Verses prefixed to Willobie his Avisa, 1594.)
The earliest allusion to the poet's name presents
it in the hyphenated form "Shake-speare/* which
we may say with certainty, Shakspere of Stratford
never himself made use of. Was the reference to
player Shakspere, or to the poet, whoever he was,